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Albert Schweitzer 
Almighty God, whose will it is to be glorified in your saints, 
and who raised up your servant Albert Schweitzer to be a 
light in the world: Shine, we pray, in our hearts, that we also in 
our generation may show forth your praise, who called us out 
of darkness into your marvelous light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

Polymath Albert Schweitzer was born January 14, 1875, in Kayersberg, 
Germany (now France). He was the son of a Lutheran pastor and studied 
theology at what is now known as the University of Strasbourg. He wrote many 
important volumes, perhaps none as influential as The Quest for the Historical 
Jesus. He was also an internationally regarded concert organist and musicologist. 
 In 1905, at age thirty, Schweitzer felt called to take up medicine to help 
those in need. Eight years later, Schweitzer and his wife, Hélène, founded a 
hospital in Lambaréné Gabon in French Equatorial Africa. In 1917 they were 
sent to a French internment camp as prisoners of war. Four months later they 
were released. The following year, they returned to Europe, where Schweitzer 
resumed writing books, performing concerts, and preaching in churches. In 
1924, Schweitzer returned to Lambaréné, where he lived until his death on 
September 4, 1965. He used royalties from books, speaking fees, concert 
revenues, and donations to transform the humble hospital into a massive 
complex capable of serving more than five hundred patients at a time. 
 He was awarded the 1952 Nobel Peace Prize for his work in Africa. In 
his later years, he used his platform to warn against the dangers of nuclear 
proliferation and to lobby for an end to nuclear testing. He is buried on the 
hospital grounds with his wife. A cross he made with his own hands marks  
his grave. 

— David Creech


