* FOR SOUND GOVERNMENT

For this season, we encourage you to pray this litany every day. You
might also consider praying the Great Litany, beginning on page 148
of The Book of Common Prayer.

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to
other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors

of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority,
grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted

as head above all. Amen.
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We come together, asking God for courage and wisdom,
thanking God for love and joy. As we move toward the
election of new leaders for the United States, may we all
join in a season of prayer, committing to offer to God our
fears and frustrations, our hopes and dreams.

Starting October 9 and continuing through the election, we suggest
a theme to guide your prayers each day, and we offer you a collect
from The Book of Common Prayer. You can find these themes and
prayers in weekly bulletin inserts, on the Forward Movement website
(www.ForwardMovement.org/election), or link to them from Forward
Movement's social media channels. We encourage you to share your
prayers with friends, either in person or online.
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OCT 16 Pray for local leaders

Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold
office in this State (Commonwealth, City, County, Town, )
the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose
they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 17 Pray for the nation

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your
glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our
country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may
use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

OCT 18 Pray for justice for all people

Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly
to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and,
that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the
maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to
the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

OCT 19 Pray for those who suffer for the sake of conscience

O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was
suffering shame and death: Strengthen those who suffer for the sake

of conscience; when they are accused, save them from speaking in

hate; when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; when they are
imprisoned, save them from despair; and to us your servants, give grace
to respect their witness and to discern the truth, that our society may be
cleansed and strengthened. This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
merciful and righteous Judge. Amen.

OCT 20 Pray for peace in the world and in our nation
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace,
and guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of

the earth, that in tranquillity your dominion may increase until the earth
is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

OCT 21 Pray for our enemies

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our
enemies: Lead them and us from prejudice to truth: deliver them and
us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable us
all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 22 Pray for those who serve others

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to

serve: Bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service
of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister
in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the love
of him who laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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All prayers are taken from The Book of Common Prayer.

A ministry of the Episcopal Church, Forward Movement inspires disciples
and empowers evangelists. Visit us at www.ForwardMovement.org.
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