* FOR SOUND GOVERNMENT

For this season, we encourage you to pray this litany every day. You
might also consider praying the Great Litany, beginning on page 148
of The Book of Common Prayer.

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we
may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to
other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors

of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority,
grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our
laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and
foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to
fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they
may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for
the well-being of our society; that we may serve you
faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted

as head above all. Amen.
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We come together, asking God for courage and wisdom,
thanking God for love and joy. As we move toward the
election of new leaders for the United States, may we all
join in a season of prayer, committing to offer to God our
fears and frustrations, our hopes and dreams.

Starting October 9 and continuing through the election, we suggest
a theme to guide your prayers each day, and we offer you a collect
from The Book of Common Prayer. You can find these themes and
prayers in weekly bulletin inserts, on the Forward Movement website
(www.ForwardMovement.org/election), or link to them from Forward
Movement's social media channels. We encourage you to share your
prayers with friends, either in person or online.



* PRAYERS FOR WEEK 1 *

OCT 9 Pray for elections at the national, state, and local level
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and
privileges: Guide the people of the United States in the election of
officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise
laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled
to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 10 Pray for the whole human family

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through
Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take
away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the
walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in
your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around
your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 11 Pray for our leaders and all in civil authority

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend
this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence,
we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of the United
States, the Governor of this State (or Commonwealth), and to all in
authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them
with the love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful
of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end. Amen.

OCT 12 Pray for the mission of the Church, especially

in this time of division

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and
sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to
those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you
and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon
all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

OCT 13 Pray for for national and state leaders

O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and gracious,

and whose law is truth: We beseech thee so to guide and bless

our Senators and Representatives in Congress assembled (or in the
Legislature of this State, or Commonwealth), that they may enact such
laws as shall please thee, to the glory of thy Name and the welfare

of this people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OCT 14 Pray for peace

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the
sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love:
So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered
under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father;

to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

OCT 15 Pray for judges, magistrates, and courts of justice
Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging right: We humbly
beseech thee to bless the courts of justice and the magistrates in all
this land; and give unto them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
that they may discern the truth, and impartially administer the law in
the fear of thee alone; through him who shall come to be our Judge,
thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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All prayers are taken from The Book of Common Prayer.

A ministry of the Episcopal Church, Forward Movement inspires disciples
and empowers evangelists. Visit us at www.ForwardMovement.org.
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